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A KINGDOM MOVEMENT
ACROSS MALAWI



             The Church of Christ in Tombolombo was planted in 1968 by the late Raphael Chirwa, my father, who was 
a graduate of Chimala Bible College in Tanzania. The church grew up in the early 70s and they started planting 
daughter churches far and near. 

In 2003, my father passed the flashlight [torch] to us and he went to be with the Lord. From 2003 to 2016, the 
growth of the church slowed down and other churches died completely. In 2010, I went to African Christian College 
(ACC) in Swaziland to study theology and leadership. I met with Carl Burkybile, the former Director of Agriculture 
at HHI, and the late Homer Dudley, a loyal HHI Volunteer in 2011. They came to teach a sustainable agriculture 
workshop at ACC. I was completely spoiled with what I learned during the training and I could not help but use the 
principles on my farm after graduation. This pulled people to me to learn new farming techniques. Very soon, I had 
trained over 250 farming families. Carl heard about this and came to Malawi to witness in March of 2015. He was 
convinced and hired me to be a Hunger to Harvest trainer for Healing Hands International that same year. 

When I came back from school in 2012, the average church attendance in Tombolombo was 30. After a few years, I 
began to notice growth. What was happening at this time was that when I conducted workshops, I could also share 
the word of God and give them hope that God loves us always. Soon, HHI was able to drill a well on the church 
grounds. Then we added Women of Hope business training and MAGI gift distributions. All of these programs have 
played a tremendous role in sharing the gospel to many in Tombolombo and the general area. The results have been 
awesome! Almost every Sunday, we receive new converts, visitors, and restorations. The average attendance has 
grown from 30 in 2012 to 380 at this time. The love of God has been magnified. The Christians here have learned 
to work hard and smart to share with the less fortunate. The church has planted three acres of maize (corn) and two 

acres of cassava to feed the poor and also 
feed the preachers as they conduct 

door-knocking campaigns for Christ. 

A Kingdom Movement Across Malawi
Like many rural villages in Malawi, Tombolombo operates on close-knit community 
bonds. Because of recurring climate and economic challenges, the community 
faces seasonal food shortages and a regular vulnerability to drought. Grounded 
in a landscape defined by subsistence farming, the community primarily relies on 
the cultivation of staple crops to sustain its livelihood. It is in this setting that a 
beautiful story of Kingdom multiplication is born.

Healing Hands International News2



Healing Hands International News 3

Under the direction of 
Mbwenu Chirwa, HHI plans to 

bring programming to each 
community with new churches in 
the next five years. You can be a 

part of this incredible Kingdom 
movement. First, we invite you 

to pray. Then, if possible, we 
invite you to give and make 

transformation a reality across 
Malawi, and beyond.

HHI programs have changed the face of Tombolombo. 
As the number of participating farmers grew, with the 
assistance of HHI, we registered a cooperative with 
the Malawi Ministry of Trade and Industry in 2019. The 
certificate helped us to win a grant to build a 900 metric 
ton warehouse in Tombolombo, and also purchase a 
tractor. 

We will soon be connected to electricity as the final 
stage of the grant. Livelihoods have improved through 
women-owned businesses like the bakery, chicken coop, 
and piggery.

Most importantly, churches have been 
restored back to life and new churches 
have been planted. There were 42 active 
Churches of Christ when I came back 
from school, but now we have 87 active 
churches. I see the church growing and 
spreading to many places where there is 

no church in Malawi. And not just growing in numbers, 
but also spiritual maturity. I see the church feeding the 
hungry to the point that there will be no one wanting 
and to fulfill what Jesus our Lord said in Matthew 25:35-
40. We can’t reach this without HHI and the family of 
donors. The continued prayers and support of programs 
you give will make a great difference for the church in 
Malawi at large. These programs have bridged the gap 
between God and people’s hearts! 

Thank you, HHI and donors!

SCAN THE QR CODE

SUPPORT THE 
WORK OF MBWENU
AND MANY EFFORTS 
ACROSS THE WORLD
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When Hurricane Melissa struck Jamaica, Janet Thomas and her daughter found themselves trapped inside a 
collapsing home, clinging to faith as the storm tore everything apart around them.

“It was traumatizing,” Janet said. As violent winds and rain rampaged through their home, half the roof ripped away, 
and the remaining structure began to cave in. 

“My daughter was trembling,” Janet said. “I had to hug her and say, ‘You’re going to be all right. We have to trust 
God because God will see us through.’”

At one point, Janet tried to escape outside, but the force of the storm and what she believed was God’s protection 
stopped her. “I believe that it’s the Lord who locked the door for me not to go out there,” she said. “Because if I did 
go out there, I would have died.”

When the winds finally eased, Janet and her daughter ran through the storm to a neighbor’s house. “I held on to a 
post,” she recalled. “And I said to my daughter, ‘Don’t let me go.’”

After the storm, Janet returned to find everything destroyed and soaked: her roof gone, clothing ruined, and nothing 
dry left inside the house. Yet in the middle of loss, God provided for their needs through neighbors, churches, 
volunteers, and donors. They brought food, clothing, supplies, and helped rebuild damaged homes in the community.
 
“A lot of people really benefit from it,” Janet said. “It really made a difference.” One moment especially stayed with 
her: receiving food after days of uncertainty and being able to feed her family again.

“We could have Sunday dinners,” she said. “And so I am really giving God thanks.” 
Janet’s message to donors was filled with heartfelt appreciation and encouragement to 
continue serving others through Christ’s love.

“We are grateful,” she said. “Continue to do the work that the Lord God Almighty has 
put you to do.” And with deep sincerity, she offered this blessing: “May God bless you 
and keep you and give you strength, and continue to do the work of the Lord.”

Disaster Response aided communities affected by Hurricane Melissa by delivering two 40-foot containers 
of supplies and appliances, providing financial assistance to 246 farming communities, distributing food 
to more than 75 people, and rebuilding four homes. HHI also reroofed Montego Bay Church of Christ and 
provided 28 generators to local church communities, helping them serve as places of refuge.

DISASTER RESPONSE
Hurricane Melissa Update

Kingston, Jamaica
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Healing Hands International (HHI) has partnered with World Bible School (WBS) to support students in secondary 
schools across Kenya. This organization provides free bible study courses to hundreds of thousands of students 
around the world. WBS received an official endorsement from the Kenyan Ministry of Education on the condition that 
they also provided benevolent items to the students they support. This is where HHI came in; by providing needed 
items to students—such as hygiene and education supplies—the school now supports hundreds of children in need. 
Recently, MAGI (Making A Godly Impact), in partnership with WBS, distributed 120 gifts to the children of Konyach 
and 272 gifts to the children of Yaumba. Together, HHI and WBS are going into schools and sharing the love of Jesus 
with students. Thanks to this partnership, the Gospel is gaining unparalleled access across schools in Kenya, leading 
to record Bible study enrollments for WBS. 

“For many children, it is the first gift they have ever received, signaling that they are valued, cared for, and not 
forgotten by the world,” reported a partner from the village of Yaumba. Together, HHI and WBS are reaching 
students and their families by meeting both physical needs and spiritual needs. “The gifts speak volumes to the hearts 
of the people. It’s the love of Jesus Christ wrapped in a gift,” said a resident from Konyach. 

MAGI PROJECT
In Parnertship with World Bible School

Yaumba Church of Christ, Kenya
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SPRING CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
Gifts were given in memory of 
the following from
February 1, 2026 – May 31, 
2026.  Donors are in
light-faced type.

Abney, Melba
  Robert Abney
Archibald, Hazel
  Dwayne and Sharon Archibald
Baggett, Meridith
  Joyce Johnson
Bailey, Bruce
  Owensboro Church of Christ
Bailey, Gerald
  Jewel Eady
Baker, Carol
  Roger Baker
Barham, Mel
  Anonymous Donor
  Carol Phelps
Barnard, Doris
  Bob and Loretta Haley
  Larry and Pamela Strong
Beshirs, Sara
  Russell Beshirs
Biggs, Maggie
  Woody and Amy Biggs
Blackwell, Bonnie
  Anonymous Donor
  Becky Mulvey
Brooks, Robert
  Thomas and Carol Brooks
Broyles, Shelby
  Skyline Church of Christ
Bull, Jarvis
  Linda Bull
Burkhart, Monty
  Jewel Eady
Butler, Larry
  Jewel Eady
Cantrell, Jane
  Anonymous Donor
Cantrell, Robert
  Anonymous Donor
Chumley, Mary Nell
  Jan Crowder
Cleaver, Frank
  Lynn Stem
Cooke, Eugene
  Michael E. and Cynthia Cooke
Cox, Roy
  Huddleston Elementary School
  Daphne Smalley
Crawford, Martha
  Julia Crawford
Davidson, Joseph Larry
  Teresa Jones
Deason, Earl
  Michael and Judith Davis
  Virginia Montgomery
  Chris and Amy Parker

  Gerald Slade
Doak, Ronnie
  Gwendolyn Doak
East, David
  Jimmy and Elaine Pigg
Feenstra, Beth
  Jan Crowder
  Carol Vance
Fryar, Dana Kate
  Randy and Melissa Goodman
Fryar, Marlee Jo
  Randy and Melissa Goodman
Graham, Dorothy
  Charlotte Cleaver
Guido, Josephine
  Gary Spears
Hauger, David
  Anonymous Donor
  Mary Ann Riggs
Hazelip, Harold and Helen
  Jeff and Cheryl Hazelip
  Carol Vance
Heiser, Lucinda
  Lilah Yinger
Hill, Kelly
  Lynn Stem
Huffard Jackson, Juanita
  Nancy, Sarah and Maddy Baxley
Jackson, Dr. Jim
  Pat Jackson
Johnson, Rita Kay Edwards
  Robert and Rita Johnson
Kellogg, Lou Ann
  Kirby Kellogg
Kincaid, Eddie
  Mary Sue Kincaid
Long, Frances
  David and Linda Swanger
Mallard, Julia
  Anonymous Donor
  Becky Mulvey
McAnally, Marie
  Stan and Rachel Ball
McKay, Esheron
  Louis (Allen) and Emmanelle Rose
Miller, Dwight
  Mary Miller
Moore, Jack
  Virginia Montgomery
Norfleet, Clina Mae
  Robert and Janice Beard
Ohr, Jr., Clifford
  Leslie Ohr
Oliver, Lanny
  Bob and Tina McClain
Onsomu, Chalon
  Levi and Janelle Horner
Patton, Lee
  Anonymous Donor
Patton, Mary Lou
  Woody and Amy Biggs
Redmond, Coach Ken
  Joyce Redmond

Reeves, Don
  Brad and Kelly Baker
  Ann Robinson
Reid, Minerva
  Adiaha Spinks-Franklin
Rice, Vada
  Anonymous Donor
Richmond, Judy
  Paul and Dorothy Nelson
Rummage, Paula
  Jan Crowder
Rushing, Gladys Patricia
  Anonymous Donor
Samodin, Volodymyr
  Jan Crowder
Sarver, Glenn
  Louise Holmes
Sellers, Myra
  Rosemary Fox
Senn, Peggy Jean
  Jonathan and Valarie Senn
  Anonymous Donor
Shanks, Gwenn
  Eric and Ellen Kenny
Smith, Alma
  Kyle and Merry Smith
Smith, Dave
  Jo Smith
Smith, Wayland
  Clay and Christy Robertson
  Warren Smith
Snell, Raymond
  Randy Snell
Stearsman, Ronnie
  Fellowship Church of Christ
Stokes, Aaron
  Joyce Redmond
Vargas Valencia, Araceli
  Sue Harvill
Vaughn, Windfred
  Bob and Loretta Haley
Vaughn, Winfred
  Larry and Pamela Strong
Waddell, Craig
  Sarah Waddell
Walker, Jean
  Susan Pruett
Walker, Kimberly
  Lynn Stem
Webster, Judy
  Anonymous Donor
White, Ron
  Thomas and Darlene Milligan
Wilks, Dorothea
  Steve and Patsi Flatt
Wilson, Matthew
  Charlotte Cleaver
Wolfe, Pat
  Cassie Burnett

HONOR GIFTS
Gifts were given in honor of 
the following
February 1, 2026 – May 31, 
2026.  Donors
are in light-face type.

Bates, Billie J.
  Ted Price
Breeden, Orene
  Michele Breeden
Brooks, Robert
  Thomas and Carol Brooks
Burkybile, Carl
  Raymond and Jennie Randolph
Denham, Melissa
  Anonymous Donor
Foshee, Leila
  Tony and Iva Kate Hopper
Garrison, Bill
  Wayne and Elisa Jenkins
Gingles, Chris and Anne
  Kennie Irwin
  Walter and Amy Surdacki
Hutcheson, John and Mary 
Nelle
  Anonymous Donor
Iverson, Noah
  Luke Iverson
Lacy, Louise
  Ted Price
Matney, Shirley
  Donald (Don) and Peggy Nims
McArthur, Diana
  Joyce Johnson
McDonald, Billy G
  Linda McDonald
Medlock, Anne
  Joyce Johnson
Smith, Dr. Lou
  T.G. and Margaret Smith
Walker, Jeffrey
  Katelyn Webb
Williams, Claire
  Cathy Clark
Zane, Cody
  Betsey Walton
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